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OFFICE OF MULTICULTURAL INTERESTS � GRANTS TO ETHNIC ORGANISATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury � Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.10 am]: I am 
pleased to advise members that the Office of Multicultural Interests has invited applications for grants to assist 
ethnic organisations to meet the needs of culturally and linguistically diverse communities in Western Australia. 

In December 2008 I instructed the Office of Multicultural Interests to undertake a review of current annual 
funding agreements to assess whether the organisations involved are meeting the requirements of their contracts 
with the state government and delivering outcomes that improve the lives of culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities. I am advised that, even though some of these organisations have been receiving public funding 
since the 1980s, this is the first time the system of funding agreements has been comprehensively reviewed.  

Following the review and community consultation, including feedback from the Multicultural Advisory Group, I 
have determined that a new process should be established. The new Ethnic Organisations Fund will give priority 
to projects that meet the objectives of and deliver services to build the capacity of CALD communities in 
employment, education, training, health, housing and settlement; provide CALD communities with the 
information, skills and opportunities to support successful integration and citizenship; and undertake research, 
consultation and partnerships to identify, advocate and address the needs of CALD communities. These areas are 
identified in the OMI Strategic Plan 2009-13 to ensure that funding is directed to projects that build the capacity 
of CALD communities. 

My initiatives include the following: firstly, triennial rather than annual grants�ethnic communities have asked 
for long-term projects that give them the opportunity to plan and therefore deliver better results; secondly, 
funding will not simply be rolled over each year�grants will be contestable to ensure that we focus on funding 
priority projects that deliver outcomes; and, thirdly, the Office of Multicultural Interests will review the projects 
annually with the organisations and support them to meet their objectives. 

The successful applicants will be announced in June 2009. I would like culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities in Western Australia to know that this government is not about maintaining the status quo. This 
government will be working with vigour and energy to meet their needs. 
 


